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STARTS!

Bowie, rescued racer (who
never could run very fast), and

his human, Serrin, editor of
the ADO Newsletter

Animal Welfare Act 1992 (ACT), section 18A 
(1) A person commits an offence if the person— 
             (a) conducts, or facilitates the conduct of, a greyhound race in the ACT; or 
             (b) allows a greyhound kept by the person to take part in a 
                  greyhound race conducted in the ACT. 
              Maximum penalty: 100 penalty units, imprisonment for 1 year or both. 
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History was made on 30 April
2018 when the ACT became
the first jurisdiction in Australia
in which a ban on greyhound
racing actually started! The ban
is entrenched in law after
legislation was passed in
November 2017, creating the 
offence of 'greyhound racing' in 

section 18A of the Animal
Welfare Act 1992. While it is
still legal to breed greyhounds
in the ACT for racing in other
jurisdictions, a legislated ban
on racing is nevertheless an
important step in the right
direction. Congratulations to all
who helped make this happen!



Team ADO at the Australian Running Festival

A deplorable incident unfolded
in the early hours of Easter

Monday when a livestock
transport truck carrying

thousands of day-old  
chicks crashed near Yass NSW.

Over 100 surviving  
chicks were later found by

passers-by to have been buried
alive in the supposed clean-up
after the crash. In response to
this grim discovery, the Hon.  
Mark Pearson of the Animal
Justice Party put a series of

questions to the Minister  
for Primary Industries,  
Niall Blair, on 12 April  

and 3 May 2018. Mark  
Pearson asked the  

Minister whether appropriate
animal welfare and
biosecurity measures had
been taken during the clean-
up, especially regarding the
on-site euthanasia of many of
the chicks. Disappointingly
the Minister spent most of his
'answer' avoiding the real
issues and instead criticising
the concerned citizens who
went to the rescue of the
chicks left behind at the site.
The ADO commends those
citizens for their compassion,
and Mark Pearson for his
relentless pursuit of
accountability in the
treatment of farmed animals. 

It was a perfect Canberra Autumn morning - brisk,
yet sunny, with not a cloud in the sky - when ADO
volunteers and supporters, resplendent in their  
Team ADO garb, took to the streets around the
Parliamentary precinct as part of the 2018 Australian
Running Festival. At the finish line, the valiant
runners and walkers were treated to fruit and - best
of all - free vegan Clif bars!😲😋 The event host gave
special praise to Team ADO members, noting the
vital work of all those who advocate for animals.
Thanks to our wonderful Team this year for coming
out to support the ADO and the animals we defend.

Mark Pearson, a voice for
animals in the NSW parliament

Questions asked in NSW Legislative 

Council about shocking treatment of  

day-old chicks involved in truck crash 



In the community...

RSPCA successfully 

enforces animal 

ownership ban 

Recent ADO stalls
Defending ducks 

Animal rights v animal 

welfare - a hot topic at 

La Trobe University

An RSPCA ACT investigation has
resulted in the successful prosecution of
an ACT resident for breaching an animal
ownership ban. In 2016 the offender had
been sentenced to a 3-year ban after
being convicted of ‘neglect’ offences
relating to domestic animals. In April
2018 the ACT Magistrates Court found
the offender had breached the ban by
living with another adult and their pets.
The Court sentenced the offender to a
further 12-month animal ownership ban.
It is encouraging to see animal welfare
laws being enforced and sanctions
imposed for breaching animal bans.

In April the ADO boarded the train for
Albury-Wodonga to take part in a panel
discussion on animal welfare and
protection that was part of La Trobe
University's 'Rethinking Our Humanity'
course. The discussion canvassed a
variety of viewpoints about our
interactions with non-human animals.
How we regulate those interactions
through laws and policies was a definite
area of interest, as were plant-based
diets, and the difference between
animal welfare and animal rights (a
favourite topic of ours!).  

In March we headed down to the wetlands
of Victoria to help defend the resident
waterbirds on the opening weekend of the
duck shooting season. Sadly it remains
legal to shoot native wild ducks in Victoria
for 3 months of the year.  

The ADO was out in force at recent ANU
events including O'Week and the  
Law Fair, raising awareness about
animals and the law and the work we do.
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Animal Defenders Office
www.ado.org.au | Follow us on Facebook 

GPO Box 2259, Canberra ACT 2601

Animals on screen...
Kangaroo: A Love-Hate 

Story

Dominion
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The compelling new documentary Kangaroo:
A Love-Hate Story has garnered rave reviews
from overseas media outlets such as the New
York Times and Variety. It is perhaps not
surprising that the Australian media has been
less positive in its evaluation of the film,
which tells the story of white Australians'
deeply ambivalent attitudes towards
kangaroos. On the one hand they adorn our
national coat of arms. Yet on the other, we
routinely kill them in the "largest terrestrial
wildlife killing anywhere on earth". The film
does not flinch from juxtaposing brutal,
heartbreaking scenes of slaughter, with
stunning aerial landscape views of kangaroos
bounding majestically across their natural
environment. Featuring interviews with
politicians, philosophers, public servants and
farmers, this is an extremely well-made, and
surprisingly balanced film, that deserves
more support from its home country. 

Directors: Mick McIntyre, Kate McIntyre Clere

Director: Chris Delforce

'Tough Mudder'. Undercover footage
reveals, in devastating detail, what really
goes on in the slaughterhouses, factory
farms, racing tracks, and intensive fisheries
of Australia and the world.  

Dominion is the work of film-maker Chris
Delforce. Delforce, who recently faced
charges for alleged breaches of NSW's
surveillance devices laws (ultimately
dismissed by the local Court), was joined by
actors Rooney Mara and Joaquin Phoenix
as narrators in the film. 

Dominion has completed a national tour of
Australia, and will be released on DVD and
online through Vimeo On Demand in the
near future. It is a must-see film for anyone
who wonders how non-human animals fare
under our dominion. 

This documentary
by the director of
Lucent is, to put it 
bluntly, horrific.
It's no wonder
vegans see it as  
a visual form of 

Sunday, 20 May 
RSPCA Million Paws Walk

Wednesday, 6 June  
"Animal Law 101" 
Law For Non-Lawyers 
(Legal Aid ACT)Saturday, 16 June

A Pooch Affair

http://www.ado.org.au/

