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Are puppy farms banned in the ACT? 
This fact sheet is for general information purposes and is not legal advice. It provides a brief overview only of this area of the 
law. If you require legal advice relating to your particular circumstances you should contact the ADO or your solicitor. 

 

What is a puppy farm? 

There is no legal definition of ‘puppy farm’.    

Puppy farms are big or small enterprises that breed puppies.   

Often they have little or no regard for the welfare of the 

dogs, or for the problems of producing too many puppies.  

Puppy farms may or may not be run for profit, and may sell 

puppies to pet stores, on the internet or directly to the 

public.  

Are puppy farms banned in the ACT? 

There is no specific law that actually bans puppy farms in the ACT. 

Are dog breeders regulated at all in the ACT? 

A licensing scheme started in September 2015 for dog breeders in the ACT.1  Under the new 

law it is an offence if a person breeds a dog for profit and does not have a breeding licence. 

It is also an offence if a person advertises dogs for sale and does not include the person’s 

breeding licence number. 

Are there minimum welfare standards for breeders in the ACT? 

In the ACT the Animal Welfare (Breeding Standard) Determination 2015 (No 1) (the 

Standard) limits how often dogs can breed, the number of litters they can have, and the age 

at which they can breed. It also bans breeding using animals known to carry debilitating 

genetic faults. It is an offence to allow a dog to breed in breach of the Standard.2 

Other basic welfare standards for all dog keepers in the ACT are outlined in the 

Animal Welfare Act 1992 and in the animal welfare Codes of Practice that deal with dogs 

(see the list over the page).  

What if you want to let your pet dog have a litter? 

A permit must be obtained to keep a dog who is older than 6 months and not de-sexed.3 A 

person must also get a permit if the person has more than 3 dogs in the one home.4  

Registration5 and micro-chipping6 of dogs are mandatory in the ACT.  

                                                      
1 Division 3.1 of Part 3 of the Domestic Animals Act 2000. 
2 Animal Welfare Act 1992 s15B. 
3 Domestic Animal Act 2000 s75. 
4 Domestic Animal Act 2000 s18. 
5 Domestic Animal Act 2000 (ACT) s6 and s14. 
6 Domestic Animal Act 2000 s84, Domestic Animals Regulation 2001 reg 7(3), Domestic Animals (Identifying 
Microchip for Dogs and Cats) Approval 2008 (No 2) (NI2008-147).  
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Who can inspect breeders? 

The Domestic Animals Act 2000 and the Animal Welfare Act 1992 authorise inspectors to 

enter any premises with the consent of the occupier to decide whether the relevant Act is 

being complied with.7 Without the consent of the occupier, an inspector may enter the 

premises only under a search warrant or if an inspector reasonably believes there is an 

emergency.8 The emergency situation may involve dogs attacking or harassing a person or 

animal, or a person encouraging a dog to attack or harass someone else or an animal.9 

How to avoid supporting puppy farms? 

The best way to get a companion dog is by adopting an animal from a local animal shelter or 

a rescue group. This reduces support for puppy farms, and reduces the huge numbers of 

unwanted pets killed each year because a home cannot be found for them. 

If you can’t find a suitable dog from a shelter, then try to find a breeder who will:  

- allow you to meet the parents of the pup and visit the breeding premises to ensure 
the dogs are being bred and cared for in a healthy environment 

- provide you with the genetic and health background of the parents of the puppies  
- provide a guarantee with an offer to take back any unwanted animals within a 

specified time frame after sale  
- offer ongoing support and information after purchase. 
 

ACT legislation and guidelines covering dogs 

 Animal Welfare Act 1992  

 Domestic Animal Act 2000  

 Domestic Animals Regulation 2001  

 Animal Welfare (Breeding Standard) Determination 2015 (No 1) 

 Animal Welfare (Welfare of Dogs in the ACT) Code of Practice 2010 

 Code of Practice for the Sale of Animals in the ACT (Other than Stock and Commercial Scale 

Poultry) 

Further Information 

 Animals Australia, ‘Where do puppies come from?’ http://animalsaustralia.org/puppies  

 RSPCA, ‘Puppy Farms’ http://www.rspca.org.au/campaigns/puppy-farms  

 Oscars Law, ‘I want Oscar’s Law. Abolish Puppy Factories’ http://www.oscarslaw.org/  

 Animal Liberation ACT, ‘Companion Animals’ www.al-act.org/issues/companion-animals   

 Domestic Animal Services (ACT) http://www.tams.act.gov.au/city-services/pets/das  
 
 
DISCLAIMER  

While all care has been taken in preparing the information on this fact sheet, it is not a substitute for legal advice. For any specific questions we 
recommend you seek legal advice. The Animal Defenders Office accepts no responsibility for any loss or damage suffered by people relying on 
the information on this fact sheet.  
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7 Animal Welfare Act 1992 s81 and Domestic Animals Act 2000 s128. 
8 Animal Welfare Act 1992 s81(2)(d) and Domestic Animals Act 2000 s130. 
9 Domestic Animals Act 2000 s130. 
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